
RSA Chicago 30 March - 1 April 2017 
Late Renaissance texts (1559-1648) and connected histories 

Warren Boutcher, Queen Mary University of London 
 
Proposals are invited from scholars interested in participating in one or more 
roundtables at RSA 2017 on the theme of late Renaissance texts and connected 
histories. The focus shall be connections and itineraries within Europe as well 
as between Europe and non-European spaces. Proposals should be sent to 
w.v.boutcher@qmul.ac.uk by Monday May 16, and are welcome from both 
senior and early career scholars (pre-doctoral scholars should be in candidacy 
or have completed their thesis research). They should consist of max. 150 
words on the proposed topic, and max. 150 words of narrative CV, including 
disciplinary background, current affiliation, and relevant publications or 
thesis work. The line-up for the sessions will be finalised by May 20 so that 
proposers who cannot be invited to participate have time before the RSA 
submission date of June 7 to make alternative plans. 
 
'Late Renaissance' for these sessions is defined as 1559-1648, the dates of a 
new, collaborative literary history of Europe that the organiser (Warren 
Boutcher, School of English and Drama, Queen Mary University of London) 
has been invited to propose to Oxford University Press, as a follow-up to 
Europe: A Literary History 1348-1418, ed. David Wallace (2 vols, OUP). This 
project shall be developed through workshops and other collaborations and 
events held in different locations over a number of years and may involve up 
to 100 commissioned contributions. 
 
For the RSA sessions, each max. 150 word proposal should focus on a text 
produced, disseminated or read between 1559 and 1648 (it need not originate 
in that period) somewhere in Europe and/or connected spaces.The text 
should be selected for the interesting story it has to tell about connections, 
itineraries or interactions between agents in different cities, between local and 
regional cultures, between cores and peripheries/ 'rimlands', between 
different national, religious or linguistic cultures – though, equally, the text 
might reveal the limits and obstructions to such connections, as well as 



moments of cultural contest, collision, misunderstanding, appropriation, 
imposition. 
 
A broad range of types of intra- and extra-European connections and 
itineraries can be accommodated: between east-central European or 
Scandinavian and western European cultures, or between different western 
European cultures and cities/ regions, or between European and north 
African, Ottoman, New World etc. cultures. The organiser is particularly keen 
to include scholars with expertise outside the standard western European 
area studies. 
 
The selected text can be : 
• either a canonical literary text or any other kind of text – from a letter or 

news report to a piece of polemic or scholarship – of literary interest (so an 
archival document of interest only for the information it contains would 
be ruled out); 

• in any material form/ format: print or manuscript (or both - e.g. annotated 
books), large or small format, illustrated or non-illustrated; 

• in any language or combination of languages from classical, medieval or 
neo-Latin to one of the transnational European vernaculars (French, 
Italian, Spanish), to other national or regional vernaculars (e.g. English, 
Czech, Catalan, the Scandanavian languages, the East-Central European 
languages). 

• in any type of relationship with 'connected histories' involving European 
spaces or actors e.g.  

o a text that travels/ is translated/ exchanged or that witnesses to, 
results from such textual translations and exchanges; 

o a text about cultural exchange or itineraries; 
o a text composed through or for networks or produced by an 

intermediary actor in networks; 
o a text associated with a contact zone or borderland or connected 

periphery. 
 
 


